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Since 2020, the HUC-JIR Jewish Language Project has been working to

accomplish our mission: To promote research on, awareness about, and

engagement surrounding the many languages spoken and written by Jews
throughout history and around the world. '

“I can't thank you enough for ... providing all these amazing opportunities. As someone who
loves languages and grew up hearing so many and learning some of them, | am so grateful
for and intrigued by what you do. Whenever | have the opportunity to tune in to one of your
ZOOMS / WEBINARS I'm there - brings me closer to global Jewish community and connects

so many of us in ways | never imagined. Looking forward to whatever comes next!”

-- Rafi Levin, event attendee
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WIEBSITE GROWTH

www.jewishlanguages.org continues to expand
its suite of educational and cultural resources

Recent additions:
A Millennium of Jewish Women's Voices,
Multilingual Omer, Purim, Tu Bishvat

Recent additions:

Judeo-Tamazight, Judeo-Catalan, Karaim,
Krymchak, Algerian Jewish Sign Language,
Jewish Ethiopian Languages

OURTOP 3 MOST:VISITED LEXICON SITES ARE:

“I just received your email with the subject matter 'We've got Passover resources galore!'
| want to thank you for putting together such informative and instructional materials.”
--Email list recipient

MERCH, MERCH, MERCH

In 2022 we launched a RedBubble shop to
showcase Jewish linguistic diversity and
raise additional funds to support our
mission. Designs are available on

items like mugs, stickers, aprons,

tote bags, socks, puzzles, and

more. To date, the most popular

merch item has been our

set of greeting cards saying

“Happy New Year” in multiple

Jewish languages, which we'll be

offering again for High Holidays 2023/5784!

Hebrew&
Yiddish&
Ladino&
Judeo-Arabic&
Bukharian&
Juhuri&
Judeo-italian&

Jewish Neo-Aramaic.
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Since January 2022, we have
filmed 14 videos across 9
endangered Jewish language
varieties.
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This year we coordinated the
transcription, translation, and
dissemination of 8 videos,
mostly on Judeo-Iranian, with
Wikitongues and our other
partners in the Jewish Language
Consortium. j
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Since we began hosting
virtual events in 2020, Our events are offered Over 1800 people

we've partnered with free of charge so that all registered  for  our
over 60 organizations can come and learn events in 2022-23

to host 42 total events

U erestied 9[0, = g erddadrigered U U
. E dariguddges oeca E ( ds orie O e O0lde
Next Gen: Dr. Sarah Bunin Benor has supervised 52
) . . z populatio e world ana ould be @
young interns at the Jewish Language Project over
. ) . ame o ese languages to die o a O take
the last 3 years. We believe in mentoring the next
. . Dd )0, J preserve E dge drnd d piece o
generation of scholars who are passionate about
. . s . . . ( U U arld Je O
preserving and teaching this linguistic heritage.
ael Zarga P dO entatio
ern and maste ae anta Barbara

ONLEINEEENGAGEMENIT7ACCESSIBLEEIKNOW/EEDGE

“The Jewish Language Project’s social media posts promote conversation, debate, new
connections,and ... anew channel for disseminating understanding and appreciation
of Jewish languages.”

—Dr. Evelyn Maria Dean-Olmsted, JLP Advisory Board member

Our weekly posts of Fun Facts and Jewish English Lexicon Word of the Week travel far!
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Training Austrian dogs in Hebrew

11 SR
gewu/z &sttan. Qntonation i
Jewish comedians during the Soviet Era offen used a
feature of Jewish Russian wherein intonation is changed
fo make a sentence mean ifs opposite. [n one joke, Stalin
receives a lefter from Trotsky saving, “You wetre right [was
wrong excuse me,” but a Jewish advisor tells him that Ao , —
] ] i uy 9phmu a.nfi her dog Mowgli. Image fr?m Canine Pioneer,

‘rrotsky actua"y had lntended to say' vOu were nght? l used with permission from the Leo Baeck Institute and Susan Kahn.

o} " i ' In Austria in the 19205 and ‘30s, a Zionist dog breeder and scientist named
Was wrona? EXCUSG i [me-fpfeted this v I:I'OTSkyS Rudolphina Menzel named her kennel "Bnai Satan” (children of Satan) and
letter means, “if vou really believe that you were tight and taught her dogs commands in Hebrew. In her new book Canine Pioneer,

: o : " Susan Kahn writes, "While it was common practice to train police dogs in a
[was wrong, there is nothing fo discuss further. foreign language so criminals could not communicate with dogs that were
i L pursuing or attacking them, the spectacle of Cerman military and police-dog
www.jewishlanguages.org trainers barking instructions at their dogs in rudimentary Hebrew must have
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WORD OF THE WEEK

WORD OF THE WEEK

eskapamiento bueno

MOROCCAN JUDEO-TAMAZIGHT

Jews in Morocco have spoken many languages.
including Judeo-Arabic, Haketia (Judeo-Spanish)
ch.

ongepoichket e

DEFINITION:
May the end be good - said upon hearing of
apregnancy or before giving birth.

orocco, especially the High SXup(EseENcey

ns weren'

(gsere tr:)rlce It v‘:as : me Jews spoke a Jewish version
" (95 possible spellings 18 . .

ETYM Y:
Yiddish: DYPWONDYAIX Gngepatshket, past participle of infinitive
[VPWONDIX Gnpatshken 'to soil, mess up; scribble’

WHO USES IT WITHIN ENGLISH:
Ashkenazi Jews

MAKINGINEWS

Our work has been covered in the press 29 times since 2020!

“The multilingual Omer counter is a way to draw attention to
Jewish linguistic diversity, revive interest in fading languages
and celebrate the far-flung nature of the Jewish Diaspora.’

—Andrew Silow-Carroll, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, April 6, 2023

HOWDBYAPARTGNER!

We are working across disciplines, organizations, and countries to curate high-quality materials
for inclusion in exhibits, digital catalogs, and other public spaces. Recent collaborators include:

@ American Sephardi Federation Institute of Jewish Experience
curricular materials

@ JArts Kolture, a digital hub for Jewish arts and culture
9 curated exhibits

@ National Library of Israel
archiving the complete multilingual Omer counter for posterity

@ JQT Vancouver
event on queer Jewish language

@ Jewish Music Research Centre
historical map exhibits

@ Princeton Geniza Lab
social media series

@ Iranian Jewish Women's Organization
series on Iranian Jewish languages

www.jewishlanguages.org
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